Bob Simon: The Celtic Tiger
Analysis of how stylistic devices convey the intention of the author
In his news report “The Celtic Tiger”, published 11th December 2000 on the CBS News web page, Bob Simon not only informs the reader about Ireland’s new economic strength, but he also expresses both surprise and admiration at the great change that Ireland has undergone.

A characteristic feature are the quotes from Irish people who express their wonder at the changes. Thus, an effect of authenticity is being created so that the reader gets a first-hand impression of the changing mood in Ireland. The voices of these people are used to both illustrate and prove the author’s view of an Ireland that has made a metaphorical “race from poverty to prosperity” (l.29).

Also, the strength of the Irish economy is shown by the metaphor of the “Celtic Tiger”, a term coined in analogy to the Asian ‘Tiger States’ such as South Korea or Singapore. Personifying Ireland in this way doesn’t only illustrate its economic power, but it is also used to present the country as a parent who “is calling its cubs to come home” (l.4). By developing the metaphor in this way the link between the mother country and its children, who are spread all over the world, is visualised. 

In addition, the author humorously underlines Ireland’s new wealth, by making a pun on the greenness of the Irish countryside. By saying that the high-tech industries are “making the legendary green countryside even greener – with cash and with the envy of others” (ll. 18f.), he alludes to Ireland’s beauty, but surprises the reader by linking this with the colour of money and of envious faces. So the newly found wealth surpasses Ireland’s beauty, and the envy of others seems to make it even more valuable, which gives the article a slightly ironic touch.

To show the extent of the changes, Bob Simon contrasts the old Ireland with the new one throughout the article. The old Ireland, for example, is characterised as poor, sad and depressing:  Dublin of the 1950s is compared to a “Third World city” (l. 31), and in Limerick “jobs were as rare as jewels”(l. 27), both of which stand in stark contrast to the present booming economy in which modern IT businesses are desperately searching for staff (cf. ll.45ff.).  Apart from this overall structure, contrast is also used as a stylistic device throughout the article, often combined with imagery; e.g. Ireland is personified as having “driven straight from the agricultural revolution to the information technology revolution” (l.21). Or in order to illustrate the new optimism it is said that “shame is out and pride is in” (l.45), the personifications highlighting the opposite moods. This aspect of the changing mood is picked up later in the article where it says that it is changing “from depression to delight”(l.66), the alliteration stressing the importance of this claim. 

Another aspect that is highlighted by contrast is the cultural change, when it is stated that “Ireland’s place of worship on Sunday is no longer the church so much as the shopping mall” (ll. 74f.). This contrast seems to be somewhat ironic; by describing shopping malls as places of worship, the author implicitly criticises how materialistic the Irish have become. Still, the diminishing influence of the Catholic church doesn’t seem to bother the author that much; neither do the disadvantages of the modern world – “more traffic, stress and suicide” –  that the Irish are experiencing. By calling these metaphorically “the usual package of problems” (l. 84) he makes light of them. So although  he seems to sympathise with the historian Tom Garvin who deplores the loss of the unpunctual, eccentric Irishman (cf. ll. 87ff.), the advantages of the changes outweigh the losses by far.

To sum it up, by using contrast, imagery and a little irony the author sympathetically draws a picture of a troubled country that has finally become successful. Not only does he describe the changes, but he tries to depict the mood of the people in order to let the reader participate in both their wonder and their new-found optimism.
